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By T. J. Malinoski

From the title of this article, you might think
you are about to read of Cumberland Presbyteri-
ans from the past, individuals who have carved
new frontiers which have shaped the identity of
the Church as we know it, or individuals who have
influenced and impacted our congregations, min-
istries, polity, theology and institutions, This ar-
ticle is not a journey into the past but one to get us
thinking about the present and embark toward the
future. Are you a Cumberland Presbyterian who
is seeking new frontiers to impact the world and
shape the identity of the Church? Could you be a

Cumberland Presbyterian pioneer?

‘The Kingdom of God is constantly seeking new frontiers,
looking for new cultures, and seeking new penerations to be
reached with the pospel of Christ. One way we can pioneer
into these new frontiers is through new worshipping commu-
nities. A worshipping community is essentially three things:
it is 2 community for those who do noe know Christ; a com-
munity for those whe want to know Christ; and, 2 communi-
ty for those who already know Christ and need a community
with which to worship. You might be thinking, “that’s the
purpase of my church” or “that’s why we have new church
development.” If you are reflecting in this way, you are right.
Qur congregations and new church developments are spaces
for those who do not know, want to know, and already know
Jesus Christ. Yet, there is complex-
ity in each setting and obstacles each
congregation and new church devel-
opment faces. Just scratching the
surface these include limited fund-
ing, lack of leadership, lethargy, re-
mote locations, and a multitude of
questions without a single answer
or “one size fits all” solution. Nor
are there specific plans or stratepies
which can instruct us in every aspect
of how an existing congrepation or
new church should do ministry or
what it should look like.

What if we shift our focus?
From a pragmatic point of view, it
is understandable we are reluctant to
invest time and resources into specif-
ic plans and strategies, into an exist-
ing congregation or new church, without guarantees. There
is no puarantee a new or existing church will be a decent rep-
resentative of the denomination and, more importantly, will
be a community that helps build the Kingdom of God. What
if we shift our thinking from the complexities and difficul-
ties of doing church to the actual need* creating communities
for those who do not know, who want to know, and already
know Jesus Christ. This is where Cumberland Presbyterian
pioneers can make an impact.

A pioneer can help provide as many opportunities as
possible for as many people as possible to hear the gospel of
Christ. A pioneer can gather a group for worship, study and
fellowship opportunities. A pioneer can start a worshipping
community. You may want to counter the focus on new wor-
shipping communities by saying, *I do not have the qualifica-
tions, gifts, and skills needed to make it work. 1 do not have
the training and education to provide the necessary leader-
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ship to pioneer 2 community for worship.” There are a variety
of leadership pifts which can help you start a worshipping
community. A worship community allows you to lead from
your strengths. You get to pather people who respond to your
particular leadership style into a worshipping community
open to being led by your gifis. While there are a variety of
gifts, there is one essential skill, you must love people more
than you love the staples of what we think of as church. You
must love people more than you love liturgy and music. You
must love people more than you love stained-glass windows
or phenomenal curriculum. You must love people more than
you love crafting and delivering messages. You can pioneer a
waorshipping community if you love God and are a professing
and practicing Christian. Therefore,
a Cumberland Presbyterian pioneer
can be a minister, an elder (or neither),
young, young at heart, male, female,
fully employed, part time, semire-
tired, or fully retired.

The features of a worshipping
community are as unique and diverse
as the Kinpdom of God. It meets at
times suiting the people. It is a com-
munity in which you get to wear com-
fortable clothing. It is a community
where you sit next to people who live
and think differently than you. You
can meet in your living room, your
back patio or porch, the public library,
a school room, a neighboring church
facility, a rental space, or a hotel con-
ference room. A worshipping com-
munity meets where it is feasible because the purpose is to
create a space where we get to pray, to have Bible study, to eat
together, to share time, possessions and space topether, and to
get involved in the needs of the community.

Starting worshipping communities is the frontier lead-
ing toward great discoveries. When you start a worshipping
community, you are pioneering on a journey where you are
privileped to share the pospel with others. It is a space in
which you can practice love, reconciliation, and hospitality
in your community. By so doing, a new frontier for Cumber-
land Preshyterian ministries will become visible. MM

How do I pioneer a worshipping community?

For more information contact Rev. T. ]. Malinoski at
TMalinoskiccumberland.org or at 901-276-4572 ext. 232 o
Rev. Johan Daza at [Dazag@cumberland org or
901-276-4572 ext. 202.



