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Show Me Your Ways Through Service

(Isaiah 58, 61, Micah 6:8)

In Isaiah and in Micah, we see the age-old struggle of humanity to do what is truly good.  Because of our sinful ways, our view of what is good and right in the sight of God often becomes clouded with self-righteousness.  As the Israelites were prone to do in our passage, we too “offer a day of fasting” to God.  Sometimes we too get stuck in the mindset of, “I am going to church each week, I am tithing, I am serving on committees.  Surely God will be pleased with me.”  We end up going through the motions of faith, but not really living out the life of service to which God has called each and every one of us.

To be certain, God desires for us to be active in our faith community.  We are all called as Christians to a life of service.  However, in our “serve me” society, we tend to quickly forget what that life may entail.  It is too easy for us to fall into the mindset of, “how can we be served, how can our needs be met?” instead of us asking ourselves, “how can we serve others and let our lives be a blessing to them?”  In Isaiah and Micah, it is laid out for us very clearly how we are to live this life of faith and faithfulness.  We are to seek out the poor and the hopeless and the hungry.  With humble and faithful hearts, we are to offer them food, both spiritual as well as physical, shelter, clothing, and love.  We are to reach across and bridge the chasms between rich and poor, weak and strong, male and female, slave and free with the love of God that binds all people together and establishes the true community of faith.  We are to humbly follow God and God’s will for our lives.  Living from God’s word, not our own.  Paying attention to God’s will, not following our own desires.  Loving all people with the love and compassion that God so faithfully shows to us.  Service is truly the heart of our lives as Christians.  Our service is not driven by guilt or fear or even duty to God, but it springs forth out of our joy and thanksgivings for what God has done for us.  

Discussion Questions and Reflection Activities
Consider this quote by the theologian John Wesley:  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever can.”

1.  How does this quote describe serving God in light of the passages we have studied for this session?

2. We have all hit roadblocks in our lives of servanthood.  What holds us back from accepting God’s call to serve?  How to we get past these blocks and move forward into God’s service?

3. Recall some influential people in your life that have truly embraced the call to servanthood.  What made them stand out from others?  How have they influenced your attitude and effort to live such a life?

The very foundation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry is to serve God by serving others.  Are there areas within your church or community where your group can make a difference by serving a need and blessing others?  Some suggestions:  Be a “family” for those in your area nursing homes who have no family nearby.  Work with your local schools to help families in need during the holidays and beyond.  Take meals to those in need.  Write letters and cards to those who are lonely.  Write letters of support and encouragement to our missionaries.  

Using a poster board or a flat sheet, write a theme such as, “We Are Called to Serve,” or “We Are Christ’s Hands, Serving and Loving One Another,” or “We Serve God by Serving Others,” etc.  Have each lady trace one of her hands and write an act of service upon it.  Hang it in your place of meeting to remind you of God’s call for your life.

Using the word SERVICE, write an acrostic poem that helps define the word in the context for our lesson for today.

Prayer:
Have a member of your group close with prayer thanking God for the privilege and opportunities to serve Him.  Pray for our eyes to be open to the many opportunities that we have each day to serve God.  
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