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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL
CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S MINISTRY CONVENTION

Birmingham, Alabama                                                                        
June 19-22, 2006

Monday, June 19, 2006

Regional Council Breakfast and Meeting

Delegates from each region met at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast and to choose the recipients of the monies for the special projects and offering for 2006-2007.  Debbie Cox, Convention President-elect, welcomed the delegates and those who would be making presentations.  Barbara Harrell offered prayer.
Pat Smith introduced the other members of the Convention Executive Committee:  President, Nancy McClung; President-elect, Debbie Cox; Secretary, Debbie Hayes and Secretary-elect Barbara Harrell.  Director of Women’s Ministry Dr. Pam Phillips-Burk was also introduced.

The morning began with Debbie Hayes making announcements and handing out door prizes.  Debbie Cox and Stacey Calvert then presented a drama called “Joyfully Heart To Heart”.  The drama was followed by the song “In My Heart There Rings A Melody”.

Nancy McClung then introduced the following representatives who explained their proposed project:

Randy Spencer and Laura Butcher, Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s Home: Single Parent Family Therapy.  
George Estes, Board of Missions: Professional Demographic Study.
Bob Watkins, Board of Missions: (1) Grants to assist Internationals to attend the 2008 General Assembly in Japan and (2) Travel Assistance for Missionaries on Furlough.
Laurie Sharpe and Stephanie Brown, Memphis Theological Seminary, Commission on the Ministry, and Board of Missions: Sabbath Retreat for Clergy Women and Candidates.
After a short break, the Regional Council, co-chaired by Martha Chambers and Bonnie Tiffin, met to decide which projects to recommend to Convention.

General Assembly Opening

General Assembly opened at 2:00 p.m.  Reverend Don Hubbard was elected Moderator and Reverend Evelyn Brodeaur was elected Vice Moderator.

Moderator’s Reception
A reception honoring the Moderator, Rev. Don Hubbard, Vice Moderator; Rev. Evelyn Brodeaur; Retiring Moderator, Rev. Linda Glenn; Convention President, Nancy McClung; and Convention President-elect, Debbie Cox was held at the Homewood C.P. Church.

Tuesday, June 20, 2006

Opening of Convention

The Convention opened at 8:30 a.m. with a welcome and greetings by Convention President, Nancy McClung.  Nancy read Jeremiah 3:3.  

Patricia Smith, Past President, presided over the parade of banners.  Banners were presented and displayed by the following Regions:

Forked Deer Region



Hope Region

Hands of Harvest Region


Magnolia Region

Missouri South Region


Red River Region

Missouri River Region


Soncoast Region

Mountain Valley Region II


Tennessee-Georgia Region

New Hope Region



Trinity North Region

Seekers of Joy Region



Alabama-Grace Region

Southwest Tennessee



Blunt-Cullman Region

White River Region



Columbia Region-Tennessee(1)

Covenant Region



Columbia Region-Tennessee(2)

Cumberland Region



Middle Tennessee Region

Robert Donnell Region


Nashville Region

Everyone joined in singing the Theme Hymn, “In My Heart There Rings a Melody”, led by Joanna Wilkinson, Amanda Riley, Micaiah Thomas, and accompanied by Christina Roland.  Sound and projection technician was Mike Wilkinson.
Martha Young gave the Constituting Prayer.
Rev. Pam Phillips-Burk introduced Minnie Lamberth, who gave the Keynote Address.  She had insights on how to walk with God and perceptions therewith.  She gave many examples through review of the lives of several Women of the Word and then in the life of the character, Hannah, from her book, “Life With Strings Attached, as well as examples from her own life.    
Nancy McClung opened the floor to the attendees for sharing how God has opened doors in their lives.  Several women shared during this time.
At the conclusion of the keynote address, there was a 15 minute break.
Convention resumed with Pam Phillips-Burk speaking about the Youth Evangelism Conference scheduled for this December in Orange Beach, AL.

The second half of the morning session began with special music being presented by Joanna Wilkinson, Amanda Riley, Micaiah Thomas, and accompanied by Christina Roland.  They then led everyone in a time for group singing.  Korean dancer, Okie West, then shared her testimony and her joy of the Lord through dance.  It was beautiful!
Business Meeting:

The Credential Committee Report Number 1 (APPENDIX “A” and filed) was given by Chairperson Joanna Wilkinson, who reported a total of 129 voting delegates, with a total registered of 140.

Motion made, seconded and approved by voice vote to accept the program, with any necessary changes.

The Nominating Committee Report (APPENDIX “C” and filed) was given by Chairperson Tana Sue Lawson.  The following slate of officers were presented:
2006-2007 Officers


President:

Debbie Cox, Region of Hope, Synod of the Southeast
President-elect:
Beverly Stott, Region of New Hope Region, Synod of Great Rivers
Past President:

Nancy McLung, Alabama-Grace Region, Synod of Southeast

Secretary:

Barbara Harrell, Red River Region, Mission Synod


Secretary-elect:  
Martha Fisher, Robert Donnell Region, Synod of the Southeast

Nominating Committee (three year term)

Past Convention Officer: Carolyn Harmon, Nolachucky Region, Synod of the Southeast

Member-at-Large:
Martha Chambers, Hands of Harvest Region, Synod of Great Rivers
The Regional Council Report (APPENDIX “B” and filed) was given by Chairperson Bonnie Tiffin and Martha Chambers.  The following special projects for 2007-2008 and 2008 Convention Offering were recommended:

2007-2008 Convention Offering – Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s Home Single Parent Family Therapy.
Special Project #1 – Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s Home Single Parent Family Therapy. 
Special Project #2 – Grants to assist Internationals to attend the 2008 General Assembly in Japan.
Following the business meeting, Debbie Cox made few announcements and presented door prizes.  Then the music leaders led everyone in a time of singing.  The morning’s program was concluded with prayer by Martha Fletcher.
Book signing with Minnie Lamberth was available from 12:00 noon until 1:30 p.m.

Convention was adjourned for lunch until 1:30 in the afternoon.

The Afternoon Session involved Ministry Nooks and Focus Groups.  

The following Ministry Nooks were offered for participation:


Quilting by Venita Sparks and Brenda Shoulta



Bracelets by Sandy Plachte



Prayer Quilts by Carla Meade



Origami by Women from Japan



Crochet by Shirley Macy and Esther Kennedy



Knitting by Virginia Oleham


The following Focus Groups were offered in two times (1:30 p.m. and 2:45 p.m.)

Sharing Idea for Regional Officers – Debbie Hayes



Sharing Ideas for Local Groups – JoAnn Shugert


Sharing Ideas for Retreats – Carol Medley



New Way of Doing Ministry – JOY! Ministries – Jan Overton

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Convention resumed on Wednesday morning at 10:30 a.m. with a welcome by Nancy McClung, who also shared her thoughts about the previous day’s program.

Prayer was offered up by Paulette Morrow. Group singing was led by Joanna Wilkinson, Amanda Riley, and Micaiah Thomas.  They were accompanied by Jennifer Wilkinson on guitar.  Rev. Mike Wilkinson was the sound and video technician.

Nancy McClung welcomed Gary Moore, member of the Bethel College Board of Trustees.  He brought good news about all the wonderful things going on at Bethel -- 400 graduates this year’ increased enrollment which calls for the need for more housing; wonderful new programs in  nursing, physician assistant, and degree completion program; new sports areas on campus which encompasses tennis courts, a soccer field, and a football field.  Dedication of the new football field will take place on September 2, 2006.  In addition, Gary talked about the purchase of the former McKenzie CP Church building for Renaissance and acquiring space for the physician’s assistant program and nursing program.
The Bible study was led by Nina Phipps, of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America.  She led a very inspirational study focused on the Beatitudes found in Matthew 5.  Using lecture and small groups, she was able to engage the participants in a lively discussion of the Beatitudes and God’s activity in their lives. Nancy McClung closed the Morning Session with prayer.
Convention was recessed at 12 Noon until 1:30 in the afternoon.

The Afternoon Session was opened with group singing led by the music team. Joanna Wilkinson led in prayer. Debbie Cox and Debbie Hayes made announcements before beginning the afternoon activities.

Presentations were given by the following organizations:

Pat White, representing The Cumberland Presbyterian 
Betty Jacob, representing Church Women United

The women from Japan Presbytery (Michiyo Kokubu, Michiko Sesoko, Hideko Ushido, and Miyaki Shibaskshi) gave greetings.  Two representatives (Kokubu and Sesoko) spoke regarding plans for the 2008 Convention and gave a slide presentation.
Patricia Smith led in a Responsive Bidding Prayer for the Fellowship of the Least Coin program.

There was a 15 minute break.

Group singing called women back from their break for the remainder of the afternoon session. 
Business Meeting:

The Credential Committee Report Number 2 (APPENDIX “D” and filed) was given by Chairperson Joanna Wilkinson, which reported a total of 133 voting delegates, with a total registered of 147. 

The second half of the afternoon session included several people speaking about service and missions: 
Carla Meade, gave a presentation regarding the ministry of Prayers and Squares, which is a ministry of prayer using quilts.  She talked about how women can start a ministry in their own churches.  She also had five quilts at Convention (for five different missionaries) for women to help make and pray over.
Rev. Jan Overton, gave a presentation regarding Joy! Ministries - Joy World Ministries, which is a ministry to help train people to serve Christ and others in non-traditional church settings, such as a nursing.  She shared how Joy World Ministries is available to help local churches learn how to better serve others in those setting.

Carver Yu, gave a presentation regarding ministry in Hong Kong. He is a pastor in Hong Kong.  In addition to his talk, he also provided a powerpoint presentation with many, many photographs of Cumberland Presbyterians in Hong Kong Presbytery.
The afternoon session was brought to a close with two presentations which focused on remembering others:  Heart to Heart:  Honoring and Remembering:
Membership Presentations


Time was given for people to bestow memberships.  None were given this year at Convention.  There was a display set up during Convention detailing information about the Endowment Membership Program.  In addition, women were invited to make a beaded charm indicating the memberships they hold.  A computer print-out was available for women to look up their memberships.  It was a very fun and interactive display.

Memorial Service

Sue Fowler and Julia Richardson presented the Memorials Program.  The following names were placed on heart-shaped roses and arranged as a floral bouquet:
Alabama-Grace Region: Lizzie Frost, Verna Bright Hasden, Inez Purcell, Gwen Fuqua and 
Martha Gammage

Choctaw Region:  Louise Ishcomer and Rosie Ward

Covenant Region:  Pearl Morgan, Lue Nell Peck, Aline Cunningham, Judy Pope, Lavenia 
Kittinger, Emma Rudolph, Virginia Byford, Stella Hatley, Belva Block, Roberta Conger, 
Mae Gilland, Katie Boyd, Gustie Morris, Elizabeth “Tib” Nunn, Vivian Phelps and 
Audra Nell Smith
Columbia Region:  Gayle Hutto

Cumberland Region:  Ellen Priddy

Forked Deer Region:
Euka Hatchison, Betty Jean Stewart, Vivian Estes, Kathryn Giltner,  
Tommie Hart and Kathryn Prichard

Hope Region:  Hattie Irene Hunt

Magnolia Region:  Peggy Ball and Ellen Andrews

Middle TN Region:  Judy Pope, Evelyn Wism and Amy Thacker

Nashville Region:  Gladys Stewart, Alice Ellis, Emmie Darrett, Nancy McCulley, Alive Johnson, 
Mayne Desheles, Dorothea Frazor, Bea Arnold Word, Elevlyn Matthews, Frances Gray, 
Evelyn Lee Ogle, Mary Edwards, Grace Glassock, Carmen Thomas, Corelin Wells, Mary 
Walds, Regina Mosley, Annie Blackford, Lillie Mae Tomlin, Dot Kazyaski, Clare Patton, 
Kelly Matthews, Mildred Roberson, Barbara Dozier, Virginia Flowers, Ora Lee Warden, 
Gladys Taylor, Mildred Martin, Clara Bell Harris, Mada Hertz, Addie Wall, Hallie 
Welch, Dorothy Greenhill, Dudley Williams, Sarah Shepard and Evelyn Ogles

Red River Region:  Marie Tripp

Robert Donnell Region:  Alvanela Preston, Mella Ogletnea, Bonnie Moons and Delma Halkes

Seekers of Joy Region:  Opal Arnett, Dorothy Boyd, Jean Hall, Ruth McReynolds and Thelma 
Smith

Trinity North Region:
Minnie McGaha, Ann Ridings and Opa Brister

Debbie Cox made announcements and closing remarks for the day.  She then closed the meeting with a special prayer that included the calling out of names of women who could not attend the Convention due to health and other reasons.
Convention was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. until 8:30 a.m. Thursday morning.

Thursday, June 22, 2006

The morning session was opened with group singing led by the music team.  Nancy McClung read scripture verses from a card and pin that Rev. Evelyn Brodeor  gave to the Executive Committee, “God’s Promises to a Woman’s Heart”: Ezekiel 37:27, Psalm 132:15, Joshua 1:3, Hebrews 13:5, Hosea 13:14, and Hebrews 13:5.  She then concluded her opening remarks with Psalm 118:24.
Debbie Cox made several announcements and gave out door prizes.  Pat Smith announced the banner winners:

First Place:  Red River Region


Second Place:  Alabama/Grace Region


Third Place:  New Hope Region


Honorable Mentions:    Columbia and Blount Cullman Regions

Dr. J. David Hester gave a presentation on the “I Love My Church” fundraising campaign for the new Denominational Center and introduced the board members.  
Business Meeting

The Credential Committee Report Number 3 (APPENDIX “E”) filed and was given by Chairperson Joanna Wilkinson, which reported a total of 134 total voting delegates, and 148 total registered.  The report was accepted.

The Regional Council (APPENDIX “B”) was presented again by Martha Chambers, who moved the report be received and the recommendations therein adopted.  Seconded and passed.

Nominating Committee (APPENDIX “C”) was presented again by Tana Sue Lawson, who moved the report be received and the recommendations therein adopted.  Seconded and passed.  The floor was opened for nominations for any of the officer positions.  Motion was made and seconded to end nominations and elect by acclimation.  Motion passed.
Debbie Cox presented the Executive Committee (APPENDIX “F”) for information only.

Following the business portion of Convention, Nancy McClung thanked Lita Swindle for being Parliamentarian.

Nancy McClung gave a presentation about the Heart Awards that will be available during the coming year for bestowal at next year’s Convention.  Three Heart Awards were presented by the Executive Committee.  They were presented to: Beverly St. John, Cornelia Swain, and Dudley Condron.
A 35-minute break was taken in order to prepare for the closing worship service.
Convention was called back to order at 10:15 a.m. with group singing. Worship bulletins were available for the closing service (APPENDIX “G”).  The Executive Committee provided leadership for the various parts of the worship service.

Randy Spencer from the Children’s Home spoke regarding the Children’s Home and the ministry that takes place there to introduce the Convention Offering.  Offering was received by the youth delegates.  The Prayer of Thanksgiving was led by Judy Keith. Nancy McClung gave the President’s Message entitled “God’s Leading Ladies.” Her daughter-in-law the Reverend Tiffany McClung gave the commissioning and benediction.
Convention was adjourned until the Luncheon at 12:30 p.m.

Convention Luncheon

The Convention Luncheon was opened with a welcome by the Mistress of Ceremonies, Beverly St. John, first director of Women’s Ministries and member of the Brenthaven CP Church in Nashville, TN.  During and after lunch, we were entertained by the musical talents of the Rev. Mark Weldon, of Alabama-Grace Presbytery. A program was available for each person (APPENDIX “H”).
Beverly St. John was the luncheon speaker.  She entertained and challenged us all with her talk entitled “12 Things I’ve Learned from the Bible”.
Bob Prosser, President of Bethel College presented Jennifer Wilkinson, recipient of the 2006-2007 Beverly St. John Bethel College Scholarship in the amount of $1,500.  Jennifer will be entering her second freshman semester at Bethel, with a declared major in Christian Ministries and Psychology.  Jennifer’s home church is the Rocky Ridge C.P. Church in Birmingham. A flyer describing the scholarship and past recipients was available at each table (APPENDIX “I”).
Pat Smith led the Installation of the following 2006-2007 Convention Officers:


President:  Debbie Cox, Region of Hope, Synod of the Southeast

President-elect:   Beverly Stott, New Hope Region, Synod of Great Rivers

Past President:  Nancy McClung, Alabama-Grace Region, Synod of the Southeast

Secretary:  Barbara Harrell, Red River Region, Mission Synod


Secretary-elect:  Martha Fisher, Robert Donnell Region, Synod of the Southeast
Convention President, Debbie Cox, gave the blessing and benediction, which closed the 2006 Convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Hayes

2006 Convention Secretary

